
4.20.18 
Happy Friday! 
As of this email, we are down to 29 days of school!  
As I mentioned before Spring Break, lots of important info is coming your way, and this letter is just the 
beginning!  Please continue reading… 
CAASPP Testing (State Testing):  For the next two weeks CMS will be participating in the California 
Assessment of Student Performance and Progress.  CAASPP is the latest and greatest version of state testing 
and, as always, we’d like to throw out a few tips for a successful testing experience.  First, don’t stress!  Our 
students have crushed this test for the last couple years and we’re confident that all our students are well 
prepared to handle the tests coming their way.  With that in mind, a good night’s sleep and a healthy breakfast 
will help everyone come to school prepared to do their best, so please make sure your student gets a good 
night’s sleep and that they get a healthy meal to start their day.  In addition, you should notice a reduced 
homework load this week.  We ask our instructors to minimize homework during the testing window in an effort 
to allow students the opportunity to relax a bit more in the evenings.  The tests can be strenuous, and we feel 
like our students can use a bit of a break from their normal workload while they focus on these assessments. 
Finally, please encourage your child to give their best effort on these assessments.  As these tests help us 
measure year by year progress, they’re a helpful piece of data we refer to when determining what educational 
placements and programs students should receive.  When students put out their best effort, scores on these 
tests can provide us with a solid reference point in measuring their educational growth, abilities, and areas of 
future focus.  Thank you in advance for helping your student be well prepared heading into our testing period.  
Test Taking Reminders: As CAASPP testing is administered on computer, please make sure that your 
student’s Chromebook is fully charged and ready to go on Monday and each day of testing.  In addition, various 
sections of the test require or have audio elements.  While we have earbuds on hand for students, students 
may feel more comfortable bringing and using their own earbuds/earphones for the test.  This is especially true 
for Monday’s test as the ELA  Computer Adaptive Test features several audio sections.  
2018-19 8th Grade Lava Beds Trip: Attention all 7th Grade Students! You don’t want to miss this… 
An informational student meeting for the Fall, 2018, 8th Grade Lava Beds Trip, we be held Tuesday, April 24th, 
in the theater during lunch. CMS students have been going to Lava Beds National Monument for over 20 years 
exploring the cultural and natural history of the Medicine Lake Volcano area. Trip dates are TBD but we are 
looking closely at the last week in September (23-28). This trip takes place during the school week so any 
participating students are responsible for work missed during this time. If your child loves science, camping, 
and exploring please encourage them to attend next week’s meeting.  An informational packet will be passed 
out at the Tuesday meeting and will address many of the more typical questions about the trip. If there are still 
questions after reviewing the packet please direct them to Mr. Guzzi, the trip organizer, at 
jguzzi@carmelunified.org. 
  
CMS Open House and MEarth Community Event:  This great night is scheduled for Thursday, May 3rd.  As 
with a number of events this year, we’ve made a few changes that we hope will make the event even more fun 
and engaging than in years past.  A detailed schedule will be coming out next week, but we’re hoping that all 
CMS families will come on out to the Habitat beginning at 5:00for some food, live music (including Bryn 
Loosley!) a habitat tour, and just enjoy the opportunity to mingle with friends.  Classrooms will open at 6:30 and 
families are free to wander around and view the myriad of showcase elements taking place on campus.  These 
include mousetrap car races, a student art show, improvisational fun and games with drama students in the 
theater, student musical performances in the habitat, habitat tours, industrial arts project sales and much more! 
CMS Honor’s Night:  For the past few years we’ve received information from our families that our honors night 
program (which has traditionally occurred on two separate nights in back to back weeks) can create some 
hardships for families who have multiple activities and/or children in different grade levels at CMS or in different 
CUSD schools altogether.  This time of year is PACKED with events and, in an effort to ease the evening 
schedule on families we’ve decided to combine our honors program into one evening.  Honors Night will take 
place on Monday, May 21st with the format detailed below.  We hope that combining these events will allow 



more of our honoree’s and family members to attend.  Invitations for students qualifying for the Honors Night 
event will be sent out via email sometime next week.  
Monday, May 21st 
6th/7th Grade Honors Program, CMS Gym: 5:30 – 6:00 
8th Grade Honors Program, CMS Gym: 6:30 – 7:30 
MEarth Day – Tomorrow MEarth is hosting their Earth Day Celebration in the Habitat.  Come on out and enjoy 
some great food and see what MEarth is all about.  This event is appropriate for kids and my own boys have 
enjoyed the “smoothie bike”, wood-fired pizza, and edible flowers mixed in with the salads prepared by the 
MEarth staff from the on-site, organic garden!  We hope to see you there! 
You’ve got mail:  Progress reports are in the mail so check those mailboxes for the final progress report of the 
school year.  If you don’t receive a progress report, please conduct a thorough search of your home and 
garbage receptacles and your son/daughter’s dresser drawers before contacting the school to request a 
second copy.   If you don’t receive a copy or you can’t find one in hidden in your house please let us know. 
Spring Concert: I’ve been telling people to come out and hear our amazing singers and musicians all year and 
you now have one more chance to do so.  Our Spring Concert will take place onTuesday, May 8, from 7:00 
-8:30 in the CMS gym.  This is the last chance to see our students all perform in one venue and I encourage 
you to come to the program.  It promises to be a spectacular event! 
That’s all for now, but get ready… lots more coming your way next week! 
APRIL 
21. MEarth Day, Habitat 10:00 - 4:00 p.m. 
23. CAASPP Testing 9:05 - 11:20 a.m. 
25. CAASPP Testing 9:00 - 11:15 a.m. (ODD Schedule) . 
26. CAASPP Testing 9:05 - 11:20 a.m. (EVEN Schedule) 
28. Mathletics , Hartnell College 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
29. Big Sur International Marathon 5:00 a.m. 
30. CAASPP / CAST Testing (ODD Schedule) 8th Grade only 
MAY 
1. CAASPP/ CAST Testing (EVEN Schedule) 8th Grade only 
3. CAASPP Testing 9:05 - 11:20 a.m. (EVEN Schedule) 
3. CMS Open House, 5th Grade Parent Orientation 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. 
4. CAASPP Testing 9:00 - 11:15 a.m. (ODD Schedule) 
8. CMS Spring Concert 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 
9. Walk / Bike to School day 
11. Minimum Day - School dismissed at 12:00 
12. Music in the Parks - all day 
14. 8th Grade Panoramic Picture 10:40 - 11:00 a.m. 
16. CHS/CMS Jazz Concert 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
18. Renaissance Faire 12:45 - 2:45 p.m. 
18. 8th Grade Dance, Carmel Youth Center, 7:00 - 10:00 p.m.  
21. CMS Honors Night , CMS Gym 6th & 7th Grade 5:30 - 6:00 , 8th Grade, 6:30 - 7:30 p.m 
23. Chromebook turn in day 
23- 25. CMS World Language Final Exams 
25. All Library materials are due 
28. Memorial Day - School Closed 
30. Class activities Grades 6, 7, 8 
31. CMS Promotion Ceremony - Grade 8, 5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 
JUNE 
1. 8th Grade Brunch , 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
1. Last Day of School / minimum day - school dismissed 12:00 
 






